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Before the

UNITED STATES COPYRIGHT ROYALTY BOARD
The Library of Congress

In re:

Proceeding to Adjust Administrative Docket No.
Assessment to Fund Mechanical Licensing
Collective by Adoption of a Voluntary
Agreement

JOINT PETITION TO COMMENCE PROCEEDING TO ADJUST ADMINISTRATIVE
ASSESSMENT BY ADOPTION OF A VOLUNTARY AGREEMENT

Pursuant to 17 U.S.C. § 115(d)(7)(D)(v) and 37 C.F.R. § 355.6(d), as well as 17 U.S.C. §
115(d)(7)(D)(iv)(l) and 37 C.F.R. § 355.2(b), the Mechanical Licensing Collective (“The MLC”)
and the Digital Licensee Coordinator, Inc. (the “DLC”) (collectively, the “Participants™) hereby
respectfully request that the Copyright Royalty Board (the “Board” or “Judges”) commence a
proceeding to adjust the administrative assessment (“Administrative Assessment,” as defined in
17 USC § 115(e)(3)) by adoption of a voluntary agreement.

The Participants have reached a negotiated agreement to establish the amount and terms of
the administrative assessment, and file this petition in service of having this negotiated agreement
approved and adopted by the Judges.

The Copyright Act (the “Act”) provides that the Judges “shall approve and adopt a
negotiated agreement to establish the amount and terms of the administrative assessment that has
been agreed to by the mechanical licensing collective and the digital licensee coordinator, subject

to the Judges’ discretion to reject any such agreement for good cause shown.” 17 U.S.C. §
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115(d)(7)(D)(v). The Act and its implementing regulations further provide that The MLC or the
DLC, inter alia, “may file a petition with the Copyright Royalty Judges to commence a proceeding
to adjust the Administrative Assessment. Any petition for adjustment of the Administrative
Assessment must be filed during the month of May and may not be filed earlier than 1 year
following the most recent publication in the Federal Register of a determination of the
Administrative Assessment by the Copyright Royalty Judges.” See 37 C.F.R. § 355.2(b); 17
U.S.C. 8 115(d)(7)(D)(iv)(I).

The MLC is the entity designated by the Register of Copyrights to be the mechanical
licensing collective, and the DLC is the entity designated by the Register of Copyrights to be the
digital licensee coordinator. See 84 Fed. Reg. 32274 (July 8, 2019).

The most recent publication in the Federal Register of a determination of the
Administrative Assessment by the Judges was made on January 8, 2020. See 85 Fed. Reg. 832
(Jan. 8, 2020). The regulations were amended to revise the allocation of the Initial Administrative
Assessment in an amended determination published on January 22, 2021. See 86 Fed. Reg. 6568
(January 22, 2021).

The petition is authorized under the statute and implementing regulations, and the

Participants respectfully request that the petition be granted.



Dated: May 31, 2023

Respectfully submitted,

By:  /s/ Benjamin K. Semel

Benjamin K. Semel (N.Y. Bar No. 2963445)
PRYOR CASHMAN LLP

7 Times Square

New York, New York 10036-6569

(212) 421-4100
bsemel@pryorcashman.com

Counsel for the Mechanical Licensing Collective

By:  /s/ Allison L. Stillman

Allison L. Stillman (N.Y. Bar No. 4451381)
LATHAM & WATKINS LLP

1271 Avenue of the Americas

New York, NY 10020

Tel.: (212) 906-1200

alli.stillman@Iw.com

Counsel for Digital Licensee Coordinator, Inc.
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