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Before the 
UNITED STATES COPYRIGHT ROYALTY JUDGES  

LIBRARY OF CONGRESS 
Washington, D.C. 

 
 
In re       )  

) 
DISTRIBUTION OF CABLE ROYALTY  )         Docket No. 23-CRB-0008-CD (2022) 
FUNDS       ) 

)         
 

 
MOTION TO ACCEPT LATE FILING 

 
Hawaii Public Radio, Inc., Vermont Public Radio, Inc., Minnesota Public Radio, Inc.,  

Northern Community Radio, Inc. and National Public Radio, Inc. (collectively, “NPR”), by and 

through undersigned counsel, hereby petition the Copyright Royalty Board to accept their late 

petition to participate in the allocation and distribution proceedings for the above-captioned 

proceeding. In support hereof, NPR provides as follows. 

1. On July 24, 2025, Congress passed The Rescissions Act of 2025 (the “Act”), clawing  

back more than $133 million in funds set aside for public radio and allocated for fiscal year 

2026, which began on October 1, 2025.  

2. On September 30, 2025, the Corporation for Public Broadcasting announced it was  

winding down its operations, ending the primary conduit for funds to public radio stations. 

3. During this period, NPR’s lean in-house legal team was reduced by 30%,  

including the attorney responsible for cable royalty claims and distribution proceedings.     

4. Due to these extraordinary circumstances, NPR missed the deadline to file a petition  

to participate in the above-captioned proceeding.  

5. Under 17 U.S.C. § 803(b)(1)(A)(ii), “the Copyright Royalty Judges may for  
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substantial good cause shown and if there is no prejudice to the participants that have already 

filed petitions, accept late petitions to participate at any times up to the date that is 90 days 

before the date on which participants in the proceeding are to file their written direct statements.” 

6. Substantial good cause exists to grant this motion for the following reasons:  

a. NPR has a significant interest in the above-captioned proceeding because  

they own or represent owners of copyrighted works broadcast on U.S. noncommercial 

educational stations that were retransmitted by cable operators during the relevant period;  

b. NPR timely filed a joint cable royalty claim in accordance with 37 CFR §  

360.3, and would have timely filed the petition to participate but for the aforementioned 

extraordinary circumstances; and  

c. The Copyright Royalty Judges issued an order staying the above-captioned  

proceeding and has not set a time for the initiation of the voluntary period yet.  Therefore, NPR’s 

participation will not: (i) prejudice the participants that have already filed petitions; (ii) delay the 

procedural schedule; or (iii) require the Board to restart any phases of the proceeding.  

Having shown good cause and a lack of prejudice, NPR respectfully requests this  

motion be granted.  A proposed order is submitted herewith. 

Date:  March 27, 2026                                                Respectfully Submitted,  

       /s/ Keonna Carter Austin         . 
Keonna Carter Austin, Esq. 
National Public Radio, Inc. 
1111 N. Capitol Street, NE 
Washington, DC  20002 
202-276-2444 
kaustin@npr.org 
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Before the 
UNITED STATES COPYRIGHT ROYALTY JUDGES  

LIBRARY OF CONGRESS 
Washington, D.C. 

 
 
In re       )  

) 
DISTRIBUTION OF CABLE ROYALTY  )         Docket No. 23-CRB-0008-CD (2022) 
FUNDS       ) 

)         
 

ORDER GRANTING MOTION TO ACCEPT LATE PETITION TO PARTICIPATE 

 Before the Copyright Royalty Judges (“Judges”) is the Motion to Accept Late Filing filed 
by National Public Radio, Inc. on behalf of itself, Hawaii Public Radio, Inc., Vermont Public 
Radio, Inc., Minnesota Public Radio, Inc., and Northern Community Radio, Inc. (collectively, 
“NPR”).  No participant responded to the motion.   
 
 Upon consideration of the arguments presented by NPR and the record, the Judges find 
that: (i) NPR has shown substantial good cause exists for the Judges to accept their petition to 
participate and (ii) no prejudice to the participants that have already filed petitions will result 
from the late filing. 
 
  The Judges GRANT the motion.  NPR is permitted to participate fully in the above-
captioned proceeding. 
 
SO ORDERED. 

 

             
       ____________________________________ 
              Copyright Royalty Judge 

 

Dated:  __________________ 

 

 

 

 



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I, Keonna Carter Austin, Esq., hereby certify that a copy of the foregoing Motion to Accept Late 

Filing was served via eCRB upon the parties listed in Appendix A (attached hereto) on this 27" 

day of March, 2026. 

\ A 
\/ Keonna Carter Austin, Esq. 
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Joint petition to participate 

Petitioners   Noncommercial Educational Radio (“Public Radio”) Claimants 

Petition covers  Both phases 

Statement of National Public Radio (“NPR”) and the Public Radio Claimants  
significant interest  have a significant interest in the subject matter of this proceeding 

because they own or represent owners of copyrighted works 
broadcast on U.S. noncommercial educational stations that were 
transmitted by cable operators during the relevant period. NPR has 
served as the sole representative of the public radio category in 
every cable royalty distribution proceeding since 1979, and has 
received a share of the cable compulsory royalty funds for each 
year that the funds have been distributed.  
  

Representative  Keonna Carter Austin, Esq. 
    National Public Radio, Inc. 

Filer    Keonna Carter Austin, Esq. 
    National Public Radio, Inc. 

Filer’s Certification The counsel or representative that filed this joint petition certifies 
that, as of the date of submission of the joint petition, such counsel 
or representative has the authority and consent of the participants 
to represent them in the royalty rate proceeding. 

    
Submitted date  03/27/2026 
 

     

 

     

 

 

 



Proof of Delivery

 I hereby certify that on Friday, March 27, 2026, I provided a true and correct copy of the

Motion To Accept Late Filing to the following:

 ASCAP, represented by Sam Mosenkis, served via E-Service at smosenkis@ascap.com

 BMI, represented by Brian A Coleman, served via E-Service at

Brian.Coleman@faegredrinker.com

 Canadian Claimants Group, represented by Lawrence K Satterfield, served via E-Service at

lksatterfield@satterfield-pllc.com

 Commercial Television Claimants, represented by David J Ervin, served via E-Service at

dervin@crowell.com

 David Powell, represented by David Powell, served via E-Service at

davidpowell008@yahoo.com

 Eugene Curry, represented by Eugene Curry, Mr., served via E-Service at

lambchopsmusic@voicenet.com

 Global Music Rights, LLC, represented by Scott A Zebrak, served via E-Service at

carly@oandzlaw.com

 Joint Sports Claimants, represented by Daniel A Cantor, served via E-Service at

daniel.cantor@apks.com

 Major League Soccer, L.L.C., represented by Edward S. Hammerman, served via E-Service

at ted@copyrightroyalties.com

 Multigroup Claimants, represented by Brian D Boydston, served via E-Service at

brianb@ix.netcom.com

 Program Suppliers, represented by Lucy H Plovnick, served via E-Service at lhp@msk.com

 Public Television Claimants, represented by Ronald G. Dove, Jr., served via E-Service at

rdove@cov.com



 SESAC Performing Rights LLC, represented by Timothy L Warnock, served via E-Service

at twarnock@loeb.com

 Settling Devotional Claimants, represented by Arnold P Lutzker, served via E-Service at

arnie@lutzker.com

 Signed: /s/ Keonna Carter
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