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Docket No. 25-CRB-0013-PR (2028-2032), Determination of Rates and Terms for Making and
Distributing Phonorecords (Phonorecords V)

Chief Copyright Royalty Judge Suzanne Barnett
Copyright Royalty Judge David R. Strickler
Copyright Royalty Judge Steven Ruwe U.S.
Copyright Royalty Board

101 Independence Ave., S.E. Washington, DC 20024

To Your Honors: The Association of Independent Music Publishers (AIMP) respectfully submits
the following comments on the proposed settlement for digital downloads and physical
product. AIMP submits these comments in response to the Judges’ notice of July 29, 2026, and
respectfully urges the Judges to accept the settlement.

The AIMP was formed in 1977 and has local chapters in Los Angeles, New York, and Nashville,
as well as a Steering Committee in Atlanta. The organization’s primary focus is to educate and
inform music publishers about the current industry trends and practices by providing a forum
for the discussion of the issues and problems confronting the music publishing industry. The
opportunity to exchange ideas and opinions with others on issues of mutual concern is fostered
by the atmosphere at the AIMP’s monthly meetings, forums, and workshops.

The AIMP fully endorses the proposed CRB Subpart B settlement, which would continually
increase the mechanical rate for physical sales and digital downloads of 13.1 cents to be
adjusted for inflation through Phonorecords V. This is a step in the right direction and will be a
significant boon for the independent music publishing community. Moving forward, we believe
that the future of the music business is in streaming, and we hope the Judges will also set
better and more equitable streaming rates for all music publishers and songwriters.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Frank Handy John Ozier

Los Angeles Chapter President | National Chair Nashville Chapter President
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Tony Alexander Melanie Santa Rosa

Atlanta Chapter President New York Chapter President
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