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ORDER 13 DENYING WITHOUT PREJUDICE COPYRIGHT OWNERS’ MOTION TO 

ISSUE SUBPOENA TO NONPARTY MECHANICAL LICENSING COLLECTIVE AND 

MOTION BY AUDIBLE, INC. TO INTERVENE 

 

On September 11, 2026, the National Music Publishers’ Association, Inc. and the 

Nashville Songwriters Association International (collectively, the “Copyright Owners”) filed a 

Motion to Issue Subpoena to Nonparty Mechanical Licensing Collective (“Copyright Owners’ 

Motion”) (eCRB No. 79434). On September 23, 2026, Spotify USA Inc., a participant in this 

proceeding, filed an opposition to Copyright Owners’ Motion (eCRB No. 79456). On 

September 23, 2026, Audible, Inc., which describes itself as a non-participant in this 

proceeding, filed a Motion to Intervene for the limited purpose of responding to Copyright 

Owners’ Motion (“Audible’s Motion to Intervene”) (eCRB No. 79460). On September 30, 

2026, the Copyright Owners filed a Reply in support of Copyright Owners’ Motion, which also 

addresses Audible’s Motion to Intervene (eCRB No. 79467). 

Having considered the aforementioned materials, the Copyright Royalty Judges 

(“Judges”) DENY Copyright Owners’ Motion and Audible’s Motion to Intervene, without 

prejudice. 

The Judges find that the issue – whether the Judges’ resolution of the proceeding would 

be substantially impaired by the absence of the material as identified in the requested subpoena 

– cannot be sufficiently established without adequate supporting reference by the participants 

and Audible to the Written Direct Statements in this proceeding, which have not yet been filed. 

All other issues raised in the filed briefing on both Motions are therefore not ripe.1 

 

SO ORDERED. 

______________________________ 

Trevor Jefferson 

Chief Copyright Royalty Judge 

DATED: October 2, 2026 

 
1 This Order in no way precludes parties from utilizing any discovery process, or from seeking subpoenas, as 

permitted by law or regulation in this proceeding. 
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